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product critique - report

	Product:

Aster*x
	
	Critique Author:  
TSgt. Grimaud

	


	
	Main Duties:   Applications Maintenance

	
	
	

	Vendor:

Applix, Inc.
	
	

	
	
	

	Version:

2.1
	
	Yrs. software experience:                   10

	Hardware platform:
SunSPARC
	
	Yrs. experience with tool:                   1

	Operating system:
Sun OS, Version 4.1.3
	
	Last time tool was used:                   Currently

	Memory used:

	
	Author considers self software:       Programmer

	Disk Space used:

	
	

	Enhancements:

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Environment of use:
	
	

	Project description:
	
	

	Produce documents using word processing, graphics and spreadsheet function.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Overall impression of this tool:   Good.
	
	

	Quality of vendor support:   Unknown.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Notable strength(s) of the tool:
	
	

	
	
	

	Very similar in word processing to Microsoft Word.  The graphics package is very good.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Notable weakness(es) of the tool:
	
	

	
	
	

	Not aware of any notable weaknesses, other than no filters loaded at our site.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Advice for potential buyers of this tool:
	
	

	
	
	

	Ensure you purchase filters that will be needed to do file conversions.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


product critique - report

	Product:
Aster*x
	
	Critique Author:  
James Bagley

	


	
	Main Duties:
Maintain Software

	
	
	

	Vendor:
Applix, Inc.
	
	

	
	
	

	Version:

	
	Yrs. software experience:               2

	Hardware platform:
SunSPARC
	
	Yrs. experience with tool:              1.5 

	Operating system:
Sun OS, Version 4.1.3
	
	Last time tool was used:                 Currently

	Memory used:

	
	Author considers self software:    Programmer

	Disk Space used:

	
	

	Enhancements:

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Environment of use:
	
	

	Project description: Software maintenance
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Overall impression of this tool:   Good
	
	

	Quality of vendor support:   Good
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Notable strength(s) of the tool:
	
	

	
	
	

	Ability to open several windows and link those windows.  Ability to customize your environment.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Notable weakness(es) of the tool:
	
	

	
	
	

	Cannot look at a large number of pages of data.  This problem could be tied to the system and not
	
	

	Aster*x.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Advice for potential buyers of this tool:
	
	

	
	
	

	Get all the licenses and filters.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


product critique - report

	Product:
Aster*x
	
	Critique Author:   Sgt. Patrick Clark

	


	
	Main Duties:     Maintain and update 

	
	
	                               software documentation

	Vendor:
Applix, Inc.
	
	                               for two subsystems.

	
	
	

	Version:

	
	Yrs. software experience:              3

	Hardware platform       SunSPARC
	
	Yrs. experience with tool:            6 months

	Operating system:         Sun OS, Version 4.1.3
	
	Last time tool was used:              Currently

	Memory used:

	
	Author considers self software:  Programmer

	Disk Space used:

	
	

	Enhancements:

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Environment of use:
	
	

	Project description:
	
	

	Subsystem Documentation.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Overall impression of this tool:   Good.
	
	

	Quality of vendor support:   Unknown.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Notable strength(s) of the tool:
	
	

	
	
	

	Easy to use, once you become familiar with the functions.  Very powerful.  Allows you to handle 
	
	

	nearly anything you need.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Notable weakness(es) of the tool:
	
	

	Compared to Island Draw, Aster*x graphics are not as extensive.  It takes longer to learn Aster*x. 
	
	

	Adding a package of "pre-drawn" graphics would help with some  graphics applications.
	
	

	Add the ability to erase portions of drawn graphics.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Advice for potential buyers of this tool:
	
	

	
	
	

	This is a very practical package.  Handles work requirements well.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Product:                    Aster*x
	
	Critique Author:   Jill L. Featherstone

	


	
	Main Duties:       Software impact, design

	
	
	                                 development and testing.

	Vendor:                       Applix, Inc.
	
	              Project point of contact for Aster*x.

	
	
	

	Version:                       2.0
	
	Yrs. software experience:             10

	Hardware platform:  SunSPARC
	
	Yrs. experience with tool:             1.5

	Operating system:     Unix - SunOS 4.1, 4.1.1, 4.1.3
	
	Last time tool was used:                 Currently

	Memory used:            26 MB
	
	Author considers self software:   Programmer

	Disk Space used:

	
	

	Enhancements:

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Environment of use: Top-down software development 65 people on project. 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Project description:  Word processing, graphics and spreadsheets.
	
	

	
	
	

	Overall impression of this tool:   Good
	
	

	Quality of vendor support:   Excellent
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Notable strength(s) of the tool:
	
	

	
	
	

	Easy integration of graphics and spreadsheets into word processing documents.  Point and click
	
	

	changes of tab settings and indent settings.  Easy to start using with some knowledge of word 
	
	

	processing.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Notable weakness(es) of the tool:
	
	

	
	
	

	Documentation is weak, but probably just a little below the norm.  I don't think that the placement 
	
	

	nor use of a lot of their options are intuitive.  Significantly slows down with documents 100+ pages.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Advice for potential buyers of this tool:
	
	

	Have one or two people become "guru" on the application and make sure every user at least goes 
	
	

	through the tutorial.  Would like lower price for quantity buys.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


product critique - report

	Product:
CICS Test Retrieval System
	
	Critique Author:  Andy Norrell

	


	
	Main Duties:  Install, maintain,

	
	
	                           customize and debug  MVS

	Vendor:
MacKinney Systems
	
	                           and CICS operating systems.

	
	
	

	Version:
4.0
	
	Yrs. software experience:             13

	Hardware platform:
	
	Yrs. experience with tool:             6 months

	Operating system:

	
	Last time tool was used:                Currently

	Memory used:
26 MB
	
	Author considers self software:   Programmer

	Disk Space used:

	
	

	Enhancements:

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Environment of use:  CICS
	
	

	
	
	

	Project description:  Find replacement for interactive VM help facility.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Overall impression of this tool:   Excellent
	
	

	Quality of vendor support:   Excellent
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Notable strength(s) of the tool:
	
	

	
	
	

	Ease of installation, customization and use.  Very flexible, easy to modify.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Notable weakness(es) of the tool:
	
	

	
	
	

	None.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Advice for potential buyers of this tool:
	
	

	
	
	

	Input is 80 byte card records.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


product critique - report

	Product:                                     EDCS II
	
	Critique Author:  
Carolyn Drudik

	


	
	Main Duties:
Maintain and update 

	
	
	
software documentation for two subsystems.

	Vendor:    Digital Equipment Corporation
	
	

	
	
	

	Version:                                         2.2
	
	Yrs. software experience:                8

	Hardware platform:                   VAX
	
	Yrs. experience with tool:               3 

	Operating system:                      VMS
	
	Last time tool was used:                  May 1993

	Memory used:

	
	Author considers self software:     Programmer

	Disk Space used:

	
	

	Enhancements:

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Environment of use:
	
	

	Project description: Post Deployment Software Support (PDSS)
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Overall impression of this tool:   Good.
	
	

	Quality of vendor support:   Good
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Notable strength(s) of the tool:
	
	

	
	
	

	Moderate price vs. competition.  High flexibility in creation/manipulation of review process (teams, 

paths, etc.).  Allows pointers to remote files, hard-copy documents, etc.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Notable weakness(es) of the tool:
	
	

	Poor DEC forms interface (use DCL or X-windows interfaces instead).  When element is removed 
	
	

	from the system, all linkages (dependencies, group membership, etc.) must be deleted first.   
	
	

	Some problems encountered with loading multiple entries using files.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Advice for potential buyers of this tool:
	
	

	
	
	

	Good product for the price.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


product critique - report

	Product:
FrameMaker
	
	Critique Author:  Wayne Shupe

	
	
	Main Duties:  Integrating FrameMaker with other

	
	
	tools to facilitate code editing and debugging, 

	Vendor:
Frame Technologies
	
	compilation, CM, testing and documentation

	
	
	

	Version:
4.0
	
	Yrs. software experience:              10

	Hardware platform:      SunSPARC
	
	Yrs. experience with tool:             3

	Operating system:
Solaris 2.2
	
	Last time tool was used:               Currently

	Memory used:

	
	Author considers self software:  Engineer

	Disk Space used:

	
	

	Enhancements:
None
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Environment of use:  Development language is C++.  Software Through Pictures and OMTool are used to assist in analysis and design.
	
	

	
	
	

	Project description: Developing integration test software to support F-16 software integration testing
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Overall impression of this tool:      Excellent
	 
	

	Quality of vendor support:               Good
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Notable strength(s) of the tool:  Hyperlinks allow the reader to jump various locations in a document
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Notable weakness(es) of the tool:  Some users find that the graphical user interface (GUI) is unusual.  It requires some time to become accustomed to the GUI.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Advice for potential buyers of this tool:
	
	

	Take the time to learn how to use the tool as it is very capable.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


D-8
D-9

