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SEE Product Critique
Product Name:  AISLE - Ada Environment
Version Number:  5.4.1

Vendor Name:  Software Systems Design
Hardware Platform:  VAX 3100-10E 

Special Operating Environment:
Operating System:  VMS 5.4-3

Project Description:  

USAF satellite program

Years of software experience:  15
Overall Impression of this Product:
Years of experience with product:  3

Good
Last time product was used:  Currently
Quality of Vendor Support:





Excellent
Notable Strengths of this Product:   

- Ability to handle "huge" amounts of source code.

- If the software maintenance is purchased, you will get the best software maintenance cooperation I have ever encountered.

Note:  We only use the "Ada DL" portion of the AISLE toolset at this time and only to support Reverse Engineering of contractor-supplied Ada source code for IV&V.

Notable Weaknesses of this Product:  

Problems with some "overloaded" object names—will be addressed in a future major release.

Advice for Potential Users or Buyers of this Product:
If used on VAX/VMS, you will need to enhance the supplied "package standard" with the VAX Ada extensions (ACS extract source).

Vendor Comments:  

SEE Product Critique
Product Name:  AISLE - Ada Environment
Version Number:  5.3.N/3.6.C

Vendor Name:  Software Systems Design
Hardware Platform:  VAX Silicon 


Graphics/Convex 

Special Operating Environment:
Operating System:  VMS/Unix

Project Description:  

Extended Air Defense Testbed

Years of software experience:  14
Overall Impression of this Product:
Years of experience with product:  4

Good
Last time product was used:  July 1992
Quality of Vendor Support:





Excellent
Notable Strengths of this Product:   

Good Ada automated documentation generation.

Note:  Ada DL and Docgen are the portions of the AISLE toolset used by this group.

Notable Weaknesses of this Product:  

Poor mixed language (Ada & C) capability.

Advice for Potential Users or Buyers of this Product:
Not a design tool.  Ada DL and Docgen are only part of the vendor's life cycle tool complement.  Plan how Ada DL and Docgen are to be used before starting.

Vendor Comments:  

SEE Product Critique
Product Name:  IEF
Version Number:  4.x

Vendor Name:  Texas Instruments
Hardware Platform:  IBM 

Special Operating Environment:  
Operating System:  AVS

Project Description:  

System development for loan tracking, accounts payable, mailing list, etc.

Years of software experience:  16
Overall Impression of this Product:
Years of experience with product:  5

Excellent
Last time product was used:  
Quality of Vendor Support:





Excellent
Notable Strengths of this Product:   

- Excellent integration.

- Quality code is generated.

- Improves productivity.

- It does what the vendor says it will do.

Notable Weaknesses of this Product:  

None.

Advice for Potential Users or Buyers of this Product:  (from analysis through generation ) 

Get a hands-on demonstration of the product then try to do the same thing with any other products you are evaluating.

Vendor Comments:  

SEE Product Critique

Product Name:  Life*Cycle
Version Number:  

Vendor Name:  Computer Resources International
Hardware Platform: Sun, IBM  


SPARC, RS/6000

Special Operating Environment:  Atherton Backplane, Sun




Operating System:  Sun OS, AIX

Project Description:  

Computer Aided  Project Engineering:  Develop/Acquire a system/software engineering environment.

Years of software experience:  20
Overall Impression of this Product:
Years of experience with product:  1

Good
Last time product was used:  
Quality of Vendor Support:





Excellent
Notable Strengths of this Product:   

-Integrates activities of system engineers and software engineers in a common, repository-based environment.

- Implements and supports a defined process.

- Manages project data, i.e., version control, configuration management, access control.

- Traceability across whole life cycle.

- Tailor able to company/project standards.

Notable Weaknesses of this Product:  

- Requires large amounts of RAM and virtual memory.

- Performance can be slow at times.

- Underlying database is not COTS.

- Requires expert support to administer the environment.

- Does not yet support distributed database.

Advice for Potential Users or Buyers of this Product:  

Understand and document your development process and be prepared to either tailor the Life*Cycle environment or accept the implied process of the environment.

Vendor Comments:  

SEE Product Critique
Product Name:  ObjectMaker
Version Number:  2.0.3

Vendor Name:  Mark V Systems Limited
Hardware Platform:  VAXstation 3100 

Special Operating Environment:
Operating System:  VMS 5.5-2

Project Description:  

Graphic design capture from static analysis repository and code generation from design.

Years of software experience:  5
Overall Impression of this Product:
Years of experience with product:  2

Good
Last time product was used:  Currently
Quality of Vendor Support:





Good
Notable Strengths of this Product:   

- It is very easy to extend the product.

- Built-in rules exist to create new methodologies.

- An extension language is available to customize code and report generating.

- Runs on multiple platforms and the diagrams and repository are compatible across platforms.

Notable Weaknesses of this Product:  

Documentation is minimal.  There is little on-line help.  Diagrams are linked to repository through mapping process, which can take a long time during initial mapping.  Found some problems with extension language when waiting code generation rules.

Advice for Potential Users or Buyers of this Product:
Forward engineering software worked well on all platforms; however, reverse engineering medium-to-large systems required workstations with as much memory and the fastest processor available.

Vendor Comments:  

SEE Product Critique
Product Name:  Objectime
Version Number:  4.0

Vendor Name:  Objectime Ltd.
Hardware Platform:  Sun

Special Operating Environment:  
Operating System:  Sun OS 4.1.3

Project Description:  

Telephone network prototyping

Years of software experience:  19
Overall Impression of this Product:
Years of experience with product:  1.5

Excellent
Last time product was used:  Dec 1992
Quality of Vendor Support:





Excellent
Notable Strengths of this Product:
- Able to develop quick prototypes for analysis, connectivity to C++.

- Run-time performance.

Notable Weaknesses of this Product:  

No comment.

Advice for Potential Users or Buyers of this Product:  

No comment.

Vendor Comments:  

SEE Product Critique
Product Name:  OOSD/Ada Software Through Pictures
Version Number:  1.2

Vendor Name:  IDE
Hardware Platform:  SPARC10

Special Operating Environment:  
Operating System:  Sun OS 4.1.3

Project Description:  

Satellite Decomutation hardware and software upgrade.

Years of software experience:  3
Overall Impression of this Product:
Years of experience with product:  < 1

Good
Last time product was used: Current
Quality of Vendor Support:





Fair
Notable Strengths of this Product:
Liked CodeGen and Docgen DPS.  Integration is good, but flexibility is poor.

Notable Weaknesses of this Product:  

- DPS template is awkward.

- CodeGen format not flexible.

- Not Motif-compliant.

- Too many windows popping up all the time.

Advice for Potential Users or Buyers of this Product:  

Wait for next release.

Vendor Comments:  

SEE Product Critique
Product Name:  OOSD/Ada Software Through Pictures
Version Number:  1.2

Vendor Name:  IDE
Hardware Platform:  SPARC2

Special Operating Environment:  
Operating System:  Sun OS

Project Description:  

Replace current Army Text and Experimentation System with mobile system.

Years of software experience:  28
Overall Impression of this Product:
Years of experience with product:  1

Good
Last time product was used: Current
Quality of Vendor Support:





Excellent
Notable Strengths of this Product:
Like the structured analysis features.

Notable Weaknesses of this Product:  

- Immature code generation.

- No link from structured analysis to object-oriented design.

- Hard copy of process narrative (annotation) not very meaningful.

Advice for Potential Users or Buyers of this Product:  

Cut through the hyperbole and find out exactly what the product will do and not do in a practical development environment.  Good product and getting better, but best to know problems before rather than find out the hard way.

Vendor Comments:  

SEE Product Critique
Product Name:  ProKit*Workbench
Version Number:  2.2

Vendor Name:  McDonnell Douglas Inf. Systems
Hardware Platform:  386 PCs

Special Operating Environment:  
Operating System:    MS-DOS 5.0

Project Description:  

Payload Data Management System—a series of subsystems that are used to process payload information, i.e., procurement, scheduling, engineering drawings.

Years of software experience:  9
Overall Impression of this Product:
Years of experience with product:  6

Good
Last time product was used: Current
Quality of Vendor Support:





Fair
Notable Strengths of this Product:   

Good analysis tool and data modeling.  Great graphical output.

Notable Weaknesses of this Product:  

Limited third party interfaces for code generation.  Ad hoc reporting needs work, but is a good start for analyst documentation.

Advice for Potential Users or Buyers of this Product:  

Ensure that a methodology is in place and that what this tool offers fits into your methodology.  It can work if you want it to.

Vendor Comments:  

SEE Product Critique
Product Name:  ProKit*Workbench
Version Number:  

Vendor Name:  McDonnell Douglas Inf. Systems
Hardware Platform:  486 DX PC

Special Operating Environment:  
Operating System:  DOS/Windows

Project Description:  

CASE Development System

Years of software experience:  10
Overall Impression of this Product:
Years of experience with product:  7

Excellent
Last time product was used:  Current
Quality of Vendor Support:





Excellent
Notable Strengths of this Product:   

Very complete, fully featured, well-integrated, easy to use, and well-supported.

Notable Weaknesses of this Product:  

None.

Advice for Potential Users or Buyers of this Product:  

Easiest to use, and most intuitive of standard methodology CASE tools.

Vendor Comments:  

SEE Product Critique
Product Name:  Rational APSE
Version Number:  Delta 3.1

Vendor Name:  Rational
Hardware Platform:  R1000 series

Special Operating Environment:  Proprietary H/W and OS
Operating System:  Proprietary

Project Description:  Mobile command and control system development.

Years of software experience:  25
Overall Impression of this Product:
Years of experience with product:  3

Excellent
Last time product was used:  Current
Quality of Vendor Support:





Excellent
Notable Strengths of this Product:   

- Ada.

- Integrated development environment with reasonable interfaces for integration with other CASE tools.  

- Fine-grained information repository.   

- Universal host supporting multiple target Ada compilers.

- Excellent CM/VC capabilities.

Notable Weaknesses of this Product:  

Proprietary hardware.

Advice for Potential Users or Buyers of this Product:  

Ensure adequate training is obtained as the environment has many features.  Obtain implementation assistance from Rational.

Vendor Comments:  

SEE Product Critique
Product Name:  Software Backplane
Version Number:   3.0

Vendor Name:  Atherton Technology
Hardware Platform:    Sun

Special Operating Environment:  
Operating System:  

Project Description:  

Build Program Support Environment for software engineers.

Years of software experience:   14
Overall Impression of this Product:   

Years of experience with product:   2

Fair
Last time product was used:    Current
Quality of Vendor Support:





No comment
Notable Strengths of this Product:   

Fast and powerful repository and methods.  Lots of customization capabilities.

Notable Weaknesses of this Product:  

The user interface is extremely difficult to learn and use.  Integration of COTS products needs to be made easier.

Advice for Potential Users or Buyers of this Product:  

You must have a team of engineers to support the customization of product.  It is powerful, but there is a lot of "U" ware.

Vendor Comments:  

SEE Product Critique

Product Name:  Software Backplane 
Version Number:  3.0

Vendor Name:  Atherton Backplane
Hardware Platform:  Sun, DEC, others

Special Operating Environment: 100 MB disk, 3 MB swap
Operating System:  SunOS

Project Description:  CORCASE:  Development of integrated CASE toolset environment with value-added proprietary Process Manager.

Years of software experience:  25
Overall Impression of this Product:
Years of experience with product:  2 1/2

Excellent
Last time product was used:  Current
Quality of Vendor Support:





Excellent
Notable Strengths of this Product:   

Existing type hierarchy and inheritance capability, object-oriented repository with access control.  Ability to refine existing methods and to create new types, methods/messages, and instance variables.  Ease of version control and configuration management.

Notable Weaknesses of this Product:  

Incomplete documentation in some areas.  Incomplete functionality, but only in "obscure" cases.

Advice for Potential Users or Buyers of this Product:  

Know your requirements for a SEE before making any selection, then determine if SBP satisfies your requirements.

Vendor Comments:  

SEE Product Critique
Product Name:  STRAND-RT Software Through Pictures

Version Number:  4.2D

Vendor Name:  IDE
Hardware Platform:  HP 720, HP 425

Special Operating Environment:  
Operating System:  HP-UX 8.*

Project Description:  High Altitude Missile Interception/Detection

Years of software experience:  12
Overall Impression of this Product:
Years of experience with product:  1

Excellent
Last time product was used:  Aug 1992
Quality of Vendor Support:





Excellent
Notable Strengths of this Product:   

Very open; existing networking infrastructure used; uses Hyland license server.  Product allows extensive customization (which we utilized) and allows users to use existing editors with which they are familiar.  Hatley Pirbhai method is well-supported except for architecture model (not supported).  We regenerated our database every night in 90 minutes.  Rebalancing and checking took two hours.

Notable Weaknesses of this Product:  

The product was not integrated with IDE's Design Tool, SSD.  Transition requires some manual steps.  Like any tool operating on a large database (>5500 objects in our case), it requires workstation speed.

Advice for Potential Users or Buyers of this Product:  

Use a fast processor (>30 SPEC) for rebalancing the entire database.  Stick to Unix hosts such as Sun or HP; avoid VAX VMS.  IDE's technical support is the benchmark by which I measure other vendors.

Vendor Comments:  

SEE Product Critique
Product Name:  Virtual Software Factory (VSF)
Version Number:  3.8 

Vendor Name:  VSF
Hardware Platform:  Sun

Special Operating Environment:  
Operating System:  Unix

Project Description:  Client/server application requirements gathering and code generation.

Years of software experience:  15
Overall Impression of this Product:
Years of experience with product:  2

Good
Last time product was used:  Mar 1993
Quality of Vendor Support:





Good
Notable Strengths of this Product:   

Integration of graphics and text documents.

Notable Weaknesses of this Product:  

Poor interface (user interface is not user definable).

Advice for Potential Users or Buyers of this Product:  

Start with a few licenses and build "core" experience.

Vendor Comments:  
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